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® Howis genetics related to racial and
ethnic health disparities?

® How mlght d.iversity in genetics policy—
making reduce health disparities?

© Why do we need to engage our

communities?

STARTING TODAY

During a working lunch, we will work in
smaller Lroups t]'lmugh facilirared discussion
of how our communities can reduce barriers
in creating, reviewing, and advocating policy

around genetics research, Public health, and




ISSUES IN GENETICS
& RACIAL/ETHNIC
HEALTH DISPARITIES
These are justa few examp]es of po]icy issues
that bridge genetics and health disparities.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE

DNA Databases are used increasingly in the
criminal justice system without question as to
social meaning or scientific re]iabi]ity.

ACCESS TO HEALTH
Developing expensive technologies based on
genetics can widen di.sparities if universal
(pub]ic and private) access is not achieved.

RACE-BASED MEDICINE
Race-based pharmaceutical marketing (e.g.
BiDil) may exacerbate stigmatization and
discrimination.

RESEARCH

Public and private agencies spend billions of
dollars on genetics research. Is it adequarely
mntribming to the reduction of health
disparities?

EDUCATION & THE
DIGITAL DIVIDE

Differences in who knows abour genetics and
genetic technology has implications for who
has access.
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THIS WORKSHOP IS BEING
SPONSORED BY:

Howard University’s National Human Genome Center
The Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies:
Health Policy Institute
The Michigan Center for Genomics and Public Health
The Life Sclences and Soclety Program and the
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NATIONAL WORKSHOP ON
ACHIEVING EQUITY IN GENETICS
POLICY THROUGH DIVERSITY INMN
DECISION MAKING

This event will focus on strategies for tumning issue areas
into action plans. We will discuss how genetics, racial/
cthnic health disparitics, and PoJic}' are inrcrrclattd, and
how best to work in the policy arena to move toward the
climination of health disparities and the improvement of
health for all. Arrcn.di.ng the workshop will be a diverse
set of organizations with varying degrees of experience in

genetics, who work in our communities, policy, research,

and the media.

THE GENETICS EQUITY
NETWORK

{tentatively named)

The formation of a nerwork to assure that our ideas are
turned into action is one of the goals of this workshop.
Such an alliance is essential amid the cx.Plosion of genetic
knowledge and technology that influences research and
health care. How this information is managed, who
decides what and how to sl‘ud}' gcn:rics, and which
technologies to develop for whom, are all key questions as

their answers have powerful and meaningful implications.

LOCATION AND TIME

The workshop will be held on Thursday, October sth, 2006
from 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. with a reception to follow at the
Howard University Research Building (HURB1), 1840 7th
Street, Washington, DC 20001

HOW TO REGISTER

Registration is free, but we ask that you please respond
with your intent to attend the workshop to Sally Meyer
at the Michigan Center for Genomics and Public Health
(MCGPH): 734-615-3412; salmeyer@umich.edu

QUESTIONS?
We arc always happy to speak with you and can be
reached through the MCGPH, Sally Meyer, 734-615-3412,

calmermr@mmich adi
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University of Michigan
School of Public Health

6 Church Sreet, Room 252
Ann Arbor, Michigan 481043028
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On October sth, Come Launch
the Genetics Equity Network at
the National Workshop on
Achieving Equity in Genetics
Policy through Diversity in



